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The School of Education prepares competent, ethical, and reflective
professionals for service in diverse communities.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Semester: Fall 2021
Course number and title:
EDS 709 Curriculum and Instructional Practices for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Childhood
Students with Disabilities

Course day, time, and location:
Mondays (synchronous online): 6-8:40 p.m.
Zoom Link Class Sessions
Instructor:

Harriet Fayne, Ph.D. email: harriet.fayne@lehman.cuny.edu
Instructor Contact Information and Office Hours
Harriet Fayne
Virtual Office hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m. via Zoom and by appointment
Zoom Link
Please Note: This Zoom Link is different than the Zoom Course Link

Resources:
Computer Center Helpdesk: 718-960-1111
Disability Services: 718-960- 8441
Instructional Support Services: 718-960-8175
Counseling Center Services: 718-960-8761
1. Course description:
Curriculum and instructional practices for use with childhood students with disabilities,
including: curriculum standards; designing appropriate learning programs and
environments; developing strategies for teaching content area skills; developing social

skills programs; collaborative teaching techniques; and the use of informal checklists in
the development of IEP goals and objectives. Emphasis will be placed on the impact of
cultural and linguistic diversity on program planning and skill acquisition. Use of
technology for instruction and for monitoring student progress will be incorporated
throughout the course (15 practicum teaching hours required).

There is no required text. Access to all required readings and non-print resources is provided on the
Blackboard course site.
2. Number of credits: 3

3. Number of contact hrs./ weekly: 2hrs., 40 mins. synchronous

4. Place of course in curriculum
Required_____X______
Elective_____________
5. Lehman Urban Teacher Education (LUTE) conceptual framework themes addressed in this course:
Theme I: Empower Our Community of Educators and Learners.
Theme II: Educate and Advocate for Social Action and Equity.
Theme III: Develop Human Competencies.
Theme IV: Affirm Our Diverse Ethnic and Cultural Contexts.
LUTE Framework: http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/academics/education/introduction.php

6. Alignment with National and State Standards
Curriculum
“Commonplaces”
(Schwab, 1973)
Teacher

Learners

Subject Matter

Milieu

Council for the
Accreditation of
Educator Preparation
(CAEP) Standards
Standard 3: High quality
candidates

Council for Exceptional
Children (CEC)
Standards

New York State
Teaching Standards

Standard 6: Professional
Learning and Ethical
Practice

Standard 7: Professional
Growth

Standard 4: Program
Impact-Completer
Effectiveness (contribute
to student learning
growth)
Standard 1: Content and
Pedagogical Knowledge

Standard 1: Learner
Development and
Individual Learning
Differences

Standard 1: Knowledge
of Students

Standard 3: Curricular
Content Knowledge
Standard 5: Instructional
Planning and Strategies

Standard 2: Knowledge
of Content and
Instructional Planning

Standard 2: Clinical
Partnerships and Practice

Standard 2: Learning
Standard 4: Learning
Environments
Environment
Standard 7: Collaboration

Standard 6: Professional
Responsibilities and
Collaboration

7. Instructional methods implemented in the course
• Lecture
• Guided Discussion
• Collaborative Learning
• Experiential Learning
• Self-Directed, Computer-Based Instruction

8. Supplemental learning options: Students will have the opportunity to author open education resources that
will be posted on the CUNY Teacher Ed Hub.
9. Candidate outcomes expected upon successfully completing the course
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explore their own cultural identities and how their personal narratives shape their teaching persona
Familiarize themselves with New York State Department of Education New Generation ELA and Math
Standards, grade level expectations, and progressions across grade levels (grade bands)
Align state and local grade level expectations with IEP elements (present levels of performance; goals).
Understand how language comprehension and word recognition are separate but related processes for
reading and spelling (Simple View of Reading, Scarborough’s Reading Rope)
Practice multisensory methods for teaching basic reading and spelling
Explore “Writing to Learn” and “Learning to Write” strategies that can be applied across content areas
Explain how Concrete-Representational-Abstract instruction leads to conceptual understanding of
mathematics
Design lessons that reflect best practices in instructional design (including technology integration) and
address the individual needs of students with disabilities
Select and create culturally responsive/sustaining curriculum materials
Devise operational definitions of service options available for special needs elementary children (general
education, special education direct/indirect supports, inclusion, special classes/programs) that can be
shared with parents
Recognize how progress monitoring (formative assessment) and service options fit into Multiple Tiered
Systems of Support/Response to Intervention

10. Multiple methods of assessment
• Quizzes (Course Content)
• Field Notes (Field Experience)
• Performance Assessments (Instructional Planning)
• Project (Curriculum Design)
11. Key Assignments
1. Quizzes: The learning sciences provide evidence that quizzes are useful ways to consolidate information and
ensure retention. There will be four quizzes scheduled throughout the semester. They will be open book-open

notes assessments.
2. Field Notes: Keeping careful records of what you observe in classrooms is more than a way to document that
you have completed the required hours. Writing down your observations hones your skills as a reflective
practitioner.
3. Lesson Plans (Template Provided on Bb): You will be expected to write two lesson plans, one with an
English Language Arts focus and the second with a Mathematics focus. These lessons will be aligned with
NYSED standards and reflect your knowledge of the literacy and mathematics frameworks covered in this
course. Each lesson will provide a thorough description of whole class activities while also making note of the
accommodations/adaptations required for one child with an IEP (focus learner).
4. Curriculum Project: You will locate, remix, or create an open educational resource that can become part of
your remote learning toolkit. Using Google Slides (or an alternative), you will create a decodable children’s
book or a read-alud book. The project can be completed individually or with classmates.
12. Grading Policies:

•
•
•
•

Exemplary (A range)
Satisfactory (B range)
Developing (C range)
Unsatisfactory (D/F range)

Candidate performance incorporates documentation of evidence as directed by the learning outcomes and
compared to standards through the following items.
1.Professionalism: attendance, participation in synchronous Zoom class meetings, timely submission of
assignments, active engagement in collaborative activities- 5 points
2. Module Quizzes (4 @ 10 pts.)-40 points
3. Field Notes (Documentation of 15 practicum hours-3 submissions@ 5 pts.)- 15 points
4. Curriculum Project - 20 points
5. Lesson Plan (Literacy Focus)- 10 points
6. Lesson Plan (Math Focus)- 10 points
Total possible points = 100
A
AB+
B
BC
D
F

95-100
90-94
87-89
84-86
80-83
70-79
60-69
Below 60

13. Academic and plagiarism policy

Academic dishonesty is prohibited in the City University of New York and is punishable by penalties, including
failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. Refer to Student Handbook for details
(www.lehman.cuny.edu/student-affairs/documents/student-handbook-02.pdf).
14. Attendance Policy

Punctual attendance and participation in class is required, as it is vital to achieving the goals of this course. Points
will be deducted for absences and lateness. In the event that an unavoidable absence occurs, you must inform me

in advance. You are responsible for making up and obtaining missed assignments, class work, handouts, and
lecture notes. You must also submit all assignments via the Blackboard course site by the due date. Please note
that your final grade will reflect your attendance and the quality of your participation.
15. Class Norms

•

•

•

Group discussion -- guidelines include a) the quantity of a student’s contributions is neither significantly
more or less than that of other students, b) discussions and contributions are almost always on topic, and
do not deviate from assignment, and c) comments frequently engage other participants or support the
engagement of other students in a consistently positive manner.
Active and engaged listening –demonstrated by a) providing previously provided information to
colleagues when asked, b) avoiding redundancy when making comments to the class, c) consistently
following directions, and d) incorporating others’ responses and comments in contributions to class
discussions.
Openness –demonstrated by a) consistent recognition and consideration of alternative perspectives, b)
consistent reaction to alternative ideas in a thoughtful manner, c) a positive response to criticism, and d)
a demonstrated ability to reflect on oneself as a developing special educator.

16. Required Fieldwork (15 hours)

You will satisfy the fieldwork requirement by: 1) shadowing a special needs youngster; 2) observing in two
different settings (inclusive classroom, direct special education support services, specialized class, specialized
program or school); and 3) watching videotaped demonstrations of special education service delivery. Your
field notes will serve as documentation of your participation.
17. Course Calendar
Date
August 30

September 20

Topic(s)
Course Overview
Teacher Identity
No Class
New York State Next Generation
ELA and Mathematics Standards
MTSS/ RTI

September 27

IEP

October 4
October 11
October 18

Literacy Framework
No Class
Literacy Framework

October 25

Mathematics Framework

November 1
November 8

Mathematics Framework
Differentiation: Adaptations and
Accommodations
Inclusion: Co-Teaching

September 6
September 13

November 15
November 22

Universal Design
Creative Commons Licensing

Assignment/Assessment
Cultural Identify Exercise (in
class)

Quiz 1: New York State Next
Generation ELA and Mathematics
Standards (in class)
Field Notes 1 (uploaded to Bb,
September 27, 11:59 pm)
Quiz 2: MTSS/RTI; IEP (in class)
Lesson Plan: ELA (uploaded on
Bb, October 18, 11:59pm)
Field Notes 2 (uploaded on Bb,
October 25, 11:59pm)
Quiz 3: ELA and Math
Frameworks (in class)
Lesson Plan: Math (uploaded on
Bb, November15, 11:59pm)
Field Notes 3 (uploaded on Bb,
November 22, 11:59 pm)

November 29
December 6
December 13
December 20

Technology-Enhanced, Hybrid and Quiz 4: Differentiation and
Remote Teaching
Inclusion (in class)
Content Areas: Science and Social
Studies
Read-Aloud Presentations
Curriculum Project (uploaded on
Bb, December 13 before class)
Read-Aloud Presentations

18. Additional Resources
Bos, C., Vaughn, S. (2014). Strategies for teaching students with learning and behavior problems. Princeton,
NJ: Merrill Publishing.
Coursera.com - Learning how to learn: Powerful mental tools to help you master tough subjects. Coursera
https://www.coursera.org
Epstein, A., (2014). The Intentional Teacher: Choosing the Best Strategies for Young Children’s Learning
Ypsilanti, MI: National Association for the Education of Young Children and High Scope Press.
Friend, M. (2019). Co-Teach! Building and sustaining effective classroom partnerships in inclusive schools.
Available at https://www.nprinc.com/co-teach/
McCarley, S., Wunderlich, K., Bauer, A. (2014). The pre-referral intervention manual. Columbia, MO:
Hawthorne Educational Services.
McClesky, J., Maheady, L., Billingsley, B., Brownell, M. and Lewis, T. (2018). High leverage practices for
inclusive classrooms. New York, NY: Routledge.
Thousand, J.S., Villa, R.A., and Nevin, A.I. (2007). Differentiating instruction: Collaborative planning and
teaching for universally designed learning. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
Recommended Websites:
CAST: Universal Design for Learning http://www.cast.org/index.html
Colorin Colorado (Bilingual Site for Teachers and Families) https://www.colorincolorado.org/
The IRIS Center http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/index.html
LD Online http://www.ldonline.org/index.php
New York City Department of Education (Department of Special Education)
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/special-education-in-nyc
New York State Department of Education (Teacher Certification Tests)
https://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html
New York State Department of Education (Division of Special Education)
http://www.nysed.gov/content/office-special-education
USDOE Office of Special Education Programs https://osepideasthatwork.org/federal-resourcesstakeholders/tool-kits
Reading Rockets https://www.readingrockets.org/

Appendix A
Field Notes Rubric (Analytic Scoring- Total=5 points)

Documentation of Field Hours: Includes dates and times for each observation ___ (1)
Content: Describes setting and activities for each observation ___ (1)
Reflection: Asks good questions, connects observations to course content ___ (1)
Organization: Provides a format that is easy to follow ___ (1)
Language/Mechanics: Applies standard rules of grammar and spelling ___ (1)

Appendix B
Lesson Plan Template (Analytic Scoring- Total=10 points)
Title of Lesson Plan:

Standards: What NYSED standard is this lesson plan addressing? ___ (.5)
Lesson Objectives: What are the whole-class measurable learning outcomes for the lesson? ___ (.5)
Focus Learner- Specific Primary Academic Learning Goal: Based on the academic standard addressed in this lesson choose a
measurable learning target (objective) for the focus learner (that aligns with an IEP objective). ___ (.5)
Focus Learner - Communication/ Language Goal: What is the measurable receptive/ expressive communication/ language
objective for the focus learner addressed in the lesson? ___ (.5)
Key Vocabulary: Vocabulary / terms the students might learn. Include strategies you will use to ensure access to all students. ___ (.5)
Materials: List of all (teacher and student) materials needed for the lesson. ___ (.5)
Baseline data/ Pre-assessment: What specific baseline assessment data are you using to help you plan your lesson? What is the
specific baseline data, per skill, for the focus learner? What does the focus-learners baseline data tell you about planning for
instruction? ___ (.5)
How will you use the pre-assessment/ baseline data to measure the growth of students? __ (.5)
Engagement / Connection to Prior Knowledge: With an emphasis on the focus learner, how are you taking into account the prior
knowledge and experiences of students in your class? How are you considering the students’ academic content knowledge, language
development, cognitive, physical, social, and emotional development, family/cultural assets, interests and lived experiences? What
knowledge/skills must students have to be successful in this lesson? ___ (.5)
Inclusive teaching strategies: With an emphasis on the focus leaner, what are the key strategies that you are using in this lesson to
increase access? You can list specific differentiation strategies (e.g., co-teaching, grouping, peer assisted instruction, alternate
assignments/activities, assistive/ educational technology, alternate assessment, support from paraprofessional) ___(1)
Focus Learner Accommodations/Modifications: Include all methods of differentiation for all students, as well as accommodations
and modifications that will be implemented within the lesson for the focus learner, and all other students who may require
accommodations, in order to successfully access the curriculum. ___ (1)
Behavioral Expectations and Classroom Management: How will you let students know the expectations of classroom behavior?
How will you reinforce appropriate classroom behaviors? What specific strategies will you use in managing inappropriate behaviors
in the classroom?___ (.5)
Step by step procedures for the lesson: Include specific questions, including higher order level questions, that you will be asking
students throughout lesson in order to promote understanding and check for understanding. How will you assess students’ acquisition
of new knowledge/skills at each step of the lesson? What are the specific steps to teach the content and to practice new learning
within the lesson? ___ (1)
Closure/Summary: How will you bring closure to the lesson? ___ (.5)
Assessment: How will you assess and gather evidence that students have achieved the learning outcome of the lesson? How will you
assess learning throughout the lesson? How do your assessment(s) identify whether your focus learner met the primary and
communication learning goals? How do your assessment(s) evidence student growth from baseline/pre-assessment data to postassessment data? How will you provide feedback to students?
Note: assessments can include formative or summative assessments and often you may incorporate more than one assessment tool.
Consider using formative assessments for lessons 1-2 and a summative assessment for the conclusion of the learning segment. __ (1)
Extension/Homework: What are the opportunities for the reinforcement of new concepts/knowledge taught in the lesson? How will
you promote generalization/application of new learning, as well as maintenance of new skills? __ (.5)

Appendix C
Curriculum Project
Directions: You will locate, remix, or create an open educational resource that can become part of your remote
learning toolkit. Using Google Slides (or an alternative), you will create a decodable children’s book or a readaloud book. The project can be completed individually or with classmates.
For decodable text: It is advisable to consider a scope and sequence of phoneme/grapheme correspondences
and or syllable types as the first step in planning your decodable book. For examples of decodable books, refer
to:
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/decodable-text-sources
You will be writing and designing a book that has phonetically controlled vocabulary and that has content
and/or pictures that are representative of the children and neighborhoods in the Bronx. While you have
constraints (word patterns, length of sentences), you also have the opportunity to think about how a decodable
book can be culturally relevant.
For Read-Aloud text: You can write (or remix) an information or narrative text that will interest youngsters in
the elementary grades. Consider whether you want to appeal to younger children (Grades 1-3) or older children
(Grades 4-6) in the certification grade band as you begin the writing process. Think of read-aloud texts as ways
to build vocabulary and knowledge that will enhance comprehension. It is helpful if there are words that
children can decode or identify as sight words so that they can follow up on a read-aloud with assisted reading
of part or all of the book on their own.
For more information on read-aloud texts, refer to:
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-aloud-build-comprehension

The following rubric will be used to evaluate your book. If you are interested in doing so, you can publish your
book with a Creative Common license on the CUNY Teacher Education OER Hub. By doing so, you will
allow other future and current New York City teachers to use your books with their children.

Criterion
Title Page

Content*
*If you are “remixing”
a published work, make
sure that you adhere to
copyright rules

Vocabulary

Illustrations

4
Includes 3 Elements:
- Book Title
- Author (s)
- Attractive Design
Includes 3 Elements:
-Choice of fiction or nonfiction with appropriate text
structure
- Story line or topic of interest
to targeted age group
- Children can relate to topic,
setting, and/or characters)

3
Includes 2
Elements

2
Includes 1 Element

1
Missing All Elements

Includes 2
Elements

Includes 1 Element

Missing All Elements

Includes 3 Elements:
-Decodable words
-High frequency sight words
-Glossary for unfamiliar words
Includes 3 Elements:
-Culturally responsive

Includes 2
Elements

Includes 1 Element

Missing All Elements

Includes 2
Elements

Includes 1 Element

Missing All Elements

Technical Aspects

-Pictures do not distract from
reading words
- Any images are your own or
come from public domain
sources
Includes 3 Elements:
-Correct spelling
-Correct grammar
-Correct punctuation

Includes 2
Elements

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.

Includes 1 Element

Missing All Elements

